[image: image1.png]Foreign &
Commonwealth

Office




BRITISH Consulate-General Guangzhou

[image: image2.png]Foreign &
Commonwealth

Office



Applying for A First Passport or Birth Certificate for A Child

	British Citizenship:  Children Born Overseas
	· This basic guide has been prepared by the Consular Section of the British Consulate-General Guangzhou.  British nationality law can be extremely complex.  Parents are advised to contact the Consular Section if once having read this, they have any further questions.  


· The law covering current British nationality is “The British Nationality Act 1981 (BNA 81)” which came into force on 1 January 1983.


· Children born in the People’s Republic of China will automatically have a claim on British Citizenship if one of the following criteria is met:

A. For children born before 1 July 2006, to a father who is a British Citizen who was born in the United Kingdom (i.e. British, otherwise than by descent) and the child was born after the parent’s marriage, i.e. legitimate.

NB.  If the child was born out of wedlock it is still possible for him/her to acquire British Citizenship through the legitimisation process.  Please contact the Consular Section for advice.

B. For children born after 1 July 2006, to a Father who is a British citizen born in the United Kingdom (i.e. British, otherwise than by descent), or naturalised/registered as a British citizen, marriage is no longer an issue as long as the child’s birth certificate shows the father’s name and the certificate is issued within a year of the child’s birth.


C. If the child was born after 1 January 1983 to a mother who is a British Citizen born in the United Kingdom regardless of whether or not she was married at the time of birth.



	· Where do I apply?
	· Consular Section, British Consulate-General Guangzhou

       2/F, Guangdong International Hotel

      339 Huanshi Dong Lu

       Guangzhou 510098

       Contact Number: 020 – 831 4 3000

· Or at one of our Consulate General Offices in Shanghai, Chongqing or the British Embassy in Beijing.

· We are open Mondays to Fridays from 9.00-12.00 and 13.30-15.30.  An appointment is not necessary.


	· Application Form 
	· Complete Form C2 for Children under 16 years old. URL of Passport Download Page: http://ukinchina.fco.gov.uk/en/passports/how-apply
· Complete Birth Registration Form. You may contact us to obtain the form.



	Documents Required for Application
	· Current passport of the British parent.
· Original full birth certificate or certificate of naturalisation/registration of the British parent.

· Original marriage certificate of the parents. If the child was born on or after 1 July 2006, this requirement can be waived if the parents are not married. However, if the parents are married, please supply the marriage certificate so that we can state their relationship on the child’s birth certificate.

· Original birth certificate of the child issued by the local hospital.

· Two colour passport size photos with white white or pale grey background (for passport application).

· Original identity card or passport of non-British parent


	Photos
	· Obtain two passport-sized colour photographs (with a white or pale grey background) as specifications described on http://www.ips.gov.uk/passport/apply-photos-standards.asp. You might like to show the translated specifications in Annex I to a Chinese photographer.

	Countersignatory
	· Preferably the passport application form and one of the two photos should be countersigned by a British citizen or Commonwealth citizen who is not a member of your family. The countersignatory should be currently employed at a position of higher than a secretary or an assistant.
· If you have not known anyone in China for the qualifying period, please ask your employer to sign form and witness the photo.

	Fees
	Registration of birth                     RMB 1180 (£98)

Birth Certificate                            RMB 760 (£63)

Passport                                       RMB 955 (£79.5)

Postage (to and from Beijing):      RMB60 

Consular Exchange Rate:  £1 = RMB12

	If you would like to send your application to Beijing Embassy by Post
	· You can also send the completed and countersigned passport application form, two photos with one countersigned, the documents required for application and a copy of the postal order receipt to the following address of Beijing Embassy by courier.
北京市朝阳区光华路1号

嘉里中心北楼21层

英国驻华大使馆领事处

Postal Code: 100020

  Tel: 010 8529 6600
· Please use the address above. Do not use the name of an individual member of staff even if you know the name. You might like to retain the tracking number should you need to track the whereabouts of the package by logging onto www.ems.com.cn or dialling your local number 11185 or relevant website and telephone number of the courier company you are sending the application through.
· Applications fees should be sent to the British Embassy in Beijing by postal order in local Renminbi currency. Please go to a Chinese post office with a friend who can read and write Chinese characters, unless you can do the same. Please fill out the postal order form as per sample provided in Annex II.
· Please also add RMB30 to the fee for return courier postage. 
· Please make a photocopy of the receipt from the post office and include it in your passport application form. If you choose real time, 2-hour or 24-hour remittance when making the postal order, please telephone the British Embassy in Beijing on 010-8529 6083 and advise them the 18-digit reference number and PIN number.


	Note
	· All children who meet the above criteria will be British Citizens by descent.  They are eligible to apply for British passport facilities and/or consular birth registration and they can live in the United Kingdom.  These children will however not be able to pass their citizenship on automatically if their children are born overseas.

· Children born overseas to British Citizen parents who were in Crown Service at the time of the birth (i.e. formally employed by the UK Government or by the European Union) are treated, for nationality purposes, as though they were born in the UK.  These children are British Citizens otherwise than by descent and they can pass on their nationality to their children even if they are born overseas.

	Children born to British parents who were themselves born overseas.
	Children born overseas to British Citizen parents who were themselves born overseas would not automatically acquire British Citizenship unless one parent is on Crown or EU service at the time of birth.

If the parents of the child do not qualify on any of the above grounds, an application to “Register” the child as a British Citizen can be made to the Home Office through the nearest British diplomatic mission.  

	Documents required for the application to register the child as a British Citizen
	Completed MN1 application form which can be downloaded from the Home Office website, www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk.

Original birth certificate of the child.

Original birth certificate of the British parent.

Original passport of the British parent.

Original identity card or passport of non-British parent

Original birth certificate of non-British parent

Fee for application £460 single/ £510** multiple applications paid in cash in local currency 

** After the first two minors an additional £50 paid in cash in local currency per extra child included on the application form

Fee for administration charge RMB 760(£63).



	Please be aware
	Applications take between 6 to 9 months to process.  Should the application be successful, you can then apply for a British passport for your child. Fees are not refundable should the application fails. 




Great care has been taken to ensure that the information contained in this leaflet is accurate.  These notes are not exhaustive and prospective parents are advised to contact the Consulate-General for confirmation of the child’s nationality status.  The British Consulate-General will not accept any liability for any errors contained in this leaflet nor will any correspondence be entered into.

Annex I                 Passport Photo Specifications - Chinese Translation

英国护照照片要求

· 两张照片必须一样

· 照片必须为最近一个月内所照

· 45mm高度 x 35mm宽度

· 白色、奶白色或浅灰色底色

· 光面或很轻微的绸（绒）面，不带水印或钢印；底面不能写字或盖章，相纸  

  原有字样（例如相纸品牌型号等）可以接受

· 照片无版权限制

· 不能有损坏现象（如被回形针等刮花等）

· 照片上不能出现其他人或物体。儿童照片尤其应该注意。

· 头顶（不连头发）到下巴之间的高度为29mm到34mm，眼睛要在图中灰色区域中

· 对焦准确、照片清晰

· 面部和背景对比明显

· 专业冲印。在家中用打印机打印的照片一般达不到要求的质量

· 无阴影；正面照片；目视镜头；侧面照片不能接受；头发不能遮盖耳朵

· 表情平静，眉毛无明显抬起；不能露出牙齿

· 眼睛睁开，不能戴太阳镜或深色的有色眼镜；头发不能遮盖眼睛

· 眼镜无反光，眼镜框不能档住眼睛（不戴眼镜可能更容易照好）

· 显示整个头部，不能带帽、头巾等，除非出于宗教信仰或医学治疗需要

· 不能遮盖脸部，脸部轮廓、眼睛、鼻子和嘴巴不能被遮挡。

如有疑问请致电020-8314 3000

Annex II                                    Postal Order Application Form (Sample) 

The parts highlighted in blue below must be completed.

Front Side of Postal Order Form (Sample)

中国邮政汇款单

综合业001－02

	邮局打印
	汇票号码       汇款金额     汇费   手续费     交易日期    经办柜员

	客户填写
	汇款金额

（小写）
	拾
	万
	千
	百
	拾
	元
	角
	分
	资费交付
	现金                  帐户扣款

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	收款人姓名    英国驻华大使馆领事处       收款人邮编  1 0 0 0 2 0
收款人地址   北京市朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心北楼21层
汇款人姓名 Your Name or your translator’s name  汇款人邮编 Your postal code 

汇款人地址  Please use the address (in Chinese characters) you filled in on the passport application form as returning address. This will ensure that your fee remittance can match your application, which is send separately by EMS.
汇出帐/卡号：
	附言（收费）限30字：___________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

	
	汇款时限：
	自行通知：实时    2小时        24小时      邮局通知：投单 

	
	回执方式：
	投单回执        ，短信回执        ，汇款人手机号码______________________________

	
	填写本单前请阅读背面的客户须知，汇款后向邮局索取汇款收据。各类业务收费标准见邮局公告。


      经办柜员：                               复核柜员：                                  事后监督：
Back Side of Post Order Form
	客户填写


	汇款人证件名称: Name of sender’s ID document, e.g. passport 号码: ID document number (帐户扣款1万元或以上填写)

代理人姓名：____________________________ 证件名称：___________________  证件号码：____________________

(Proxy’s details)

	客户须知
	(omitted)
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