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Marriage to a Chinese National

British Citizens who wish to marry in China must present a document to the local authorities to show that they are free to marry.  This document is called a Certificate of No Impediment (CNI) and can be obtained from the British Embassy or your local registrar in the UK.

	Conditions
	· Under the Marriage with Foreigners Act 1906 you must reside continuously in China for 21 clear days before giving notice of your intended marriage.  


· The period of residence must be immediately prior to submission of the notice.  


· The 21 day period cannot be counted from a number of previous visits or residency periods.
· If you are a Chinese-British dual national who still holds a Chinese travel document to travel to China, please travel to China on your British passport with a Chinese visa anyway so that there will be immigration records to prove your length of residency.


· You must attend in person to complete the relevant paperwork.


	Where do I apply?
	· Consular Section, British Consulate-General Guangzhou

2/F Guangdong International Hotel   

       339 Huanshi Dong Lu

       Guangzhou 510032

       广州市环市东路339号广东国际大酒店主楼二楼
· Or at one of our Consulate General Offices in Shanghai, Chongqing or the British Embassy in Beijing.
· We are open Mondays to Fridays from 9:00-12.00 and 13.30-15:30.  An appointment is not necessary.

· Check the website for opening hours of other consulates and the British Embassy in Beijing



	Process?
	· On attendance at our office, you must submit the necessary documents and swear an affidavit before a Consular Officer and also complete a Notice of Intent to Marry.   



	What should I bring?
	For the affidavit and Notice of Intent we require:

· Your full name and place of residence.

· Your partner’s full name and address in English.

· Chinese partner’s name and full address in Chinese characters
· Your passport for evidence of nationality and date of entry stamp for China

· Details of your martial status, i.e. bachelor / spinster / divorced/widow(er).


If you have been previously married or you are a widow/widower, we need to see an original divorce decree or death certificate.


	How much will it cost?
	· Note of Intent RMB860

· Copy of Certificate RMB860

· 30 RMB fee for postage of the certificate by EMS

· Consular Exchange Rate: GBP1=RMB14.5

·  Details required for EMS postage service are:  


· Name

· Full address in Chinese characters

· Postal code

· Telephone number



	Waiting period?
	The Notice of Intent to Marry is displayed at this office for a further period of 21 clear days after which time a Certificate of No Impediment is issued in both English and Chinese.  Once issued the certificate is valid for use for three months.  If it is not used within this time period it will be necessary to repeat the procedure.



	Note
	You must register your marriage in the province in which your partner’s household register ( Hu Kou) has been issued. Please have the name of the province when applying. 


	Other questions?
	Check our website www.uk.cn and/or email consular.guangzhou@fco.gov,.uk or call the Consular Assistant on (020)  8314 3000 ext. 3044 or 3107.



	Marriage of Two Foreigners?
	In accordance with the requirements of the Chinese marriage authorities, two foreigners can marry in China providing that one of them is in possession of a valid Chinese residency visa.  Please contact our consular section for contact details of marriage offices in South China.


	Local Registry Office in the UK
	You can have the Notice of Intent posted in the UK.

You will be asked to submit the same documents as required by the Embassy/Consulates.

A Certificate of No Impediment is issued after the notice has been displayed in the Registrar’s Office for 21 days. 
The certificate will be in English only and cannot be used as it is in China. It will be produced on blue or white paper signed by a Registrar and it should also bear the Registrar’s stamp.


Once you obtain a Certificate of No Impediment signed by a superintendent registrar in the UK, you can follow option 1 or option 2 below before the certificate is accepted by the marriage offices in China. 
Option 1: 
Have the Certificate of No Impediment legalised by the Legalisation Centre of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in London and again by the Chinese Embassy/Consulate in  the UK, whose contact details are as follows (Subject to change):

Legalisation Centre

Foreign & Commonwealth Office
Old Admiralty Building
The Mall
LONDON SW1A 2LG

Tel. No.:  +44 (20) 7008 1111

Website:  www.fco.gov.uk/legalisation
Consular Section of the Chinese Embassy in London
31 Portland Place, London W1B 1QD
Tel: 020-72998427 (2:00p.m - 4:00pm) Fax: 020-74369178
Office Hours: 9:00am-12:00pm Monday to Friday ( except holidays ) 
Web Site: http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk

Consular Section in Manchester
49 Denison Road, Rusholme, Manchester M14 5RX
Tel: 0161- 2248672 Fax:0161-2572672

Consular Section in Edinburgh

55 Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 5QJ
Tel: 0131-3373220 ( 3:30pm-4:30pm) Fax: 0131-3371790 

A certificate issued and legalised in the UK is normally valid for 6 months.

We have no details of the charges for these services.

 As a certificate issued in the UK is in English, the local marriage office in China may ask you to have it translated by a translation service they recognise. 
If you follow the above, you don’t need to visit our Embassy/Consulates China.
Option 2: 

      You can present the original Certificate of No Impediment and your Chinese partner’s details in Chinese characters to the British Consulate/Embassy in China, who can issue the certificate in local language at a cost of RMB860. 
The British Embassy/Consulate in China can only issue certificates for use in its respective consular district. However, you can submit the documents to any of our Embassy/Consulates China. If you are getting married in another consular district, we can forward your documents to the relevant post and have the certificate sent to your address in China. An extra courier postage of RMB30 or RMB60 is required.



	Depositing your marriage certificate
	You can deposit your Chinese marriage certificate at the General Records Office in the UK.  The Embassy/Consulates can submit certified copies of your marriage documents on your behalf.
The marriage is not registered in the UK; the marriage certificate is simply deposited for record purposes only. This means that the original certificate is not returned to the applicant.
There is no legal obligation to have a marriage recorded in this country. You may take advantage of these facilities if you consider that it would serve some useful purpose to have your marriage recorded here but the validity in English law of a marriage contracted in a foreign country is in no way affected by its having been, or not having been, thus recorded.
You can only deposit the marriage certificate through the relevant British Embassy/Consulate-General covering the province where the marriage was registered.



	What should I bring?
	Your Chinese marriage certificate.

Your British passport.

A translation of your Chinese marriage certificate notarised by the notary public office in the area where the marriage was registered and legalised by the Foreign Affairs Office of the same province.
The sum of 495 RMB payable in local currency.



	How long will it take?
	Approximately six weeks.


Disclaimer: The information on this leaflet on marrying in South China is provided as a general guide and is based upon information provided to the FCO by the relevant local authorities. The information on this leaflet is therefore only up to date and accurate to the extent that such authorities provide us with timely and accurate information. Accordingly the FCO does not guarantee that this information is accurate and will not be liable for any inaccuracies in this information.  
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