Sight-seeing Guide 2008

I will try and keep this as concise as possible, whilst still offering you lots of options both near and far. This guide will not normally include shopping etc, focusing instead on cultural items and more general interest

I should be able to get everyone some great small tourist guides of Foshan that have good English

Attractions in Foshan

1. Foshan Folk Arts Museum & Research Institute

a. Location: Bai Hua = city centre (10 mins)

b. Closes 5pm sharp!

c. Excellent for folk arts and crafts, plus a great and cheap shop

2. Zumiao – Foshan Ancestral Temple

a. Location: Bai Hua = city centre (10 mins)

b. Closes 5pm sharp!

c. Definitely worth a couple of hours, and very traditional

d. Please think of this as a complex which features many unique items the local tourism industry lists separately

3. Foshan Science Museum 

a. Pretty central = 15 mins

b. Closes 5pm

c. Very interesting for about 1-hour

d. Quite near Little India restaurant and the main roundabout

4. Ancient Nanfeng Kiln, built 1506

a. Near Ceramics City = 10 mins

b. The oldest working dragon kiln in China

c. Very interesting and worth 2-hours

5. Shiwan Ceramics Museum –next door to Nanfeng Kiln

a. Very interesting and has 6 display halls featuring local pottery from over 6, 000 years ago, up to the present day

b. Also features pottery making, a history of Chinese kilns, etc

6. Ceramic Arts Street

a. Quite close to Ceramics City in the arty section of Foshan = 15 mins

b. Very interesting for vases, figurines, modern and traditional ceramic arts

7. Liang’s Garden = 15 mins away

a. One of the 4 most famous gardens in Guangdong Province. Built in the Qing empire 1796, and famous as a retreat for poets

b. A very traditional Chinese garden if this is your thing

c. Contains residencies, pagodas, sculptures lakes with fine gardens of trees, shrubs and flowers

8. Xi Qiao Mountain

a. The big hill to the southwest of Foshan = 20 mins if no traffic

i. Go by taxi

b. Worth spending half a day here

c. Features a giant Buddha

d. Centre of Buddhists in Foshan

e. Home to wong fei hong kung fu

f. We will go here for the biannual Lion Dance competition on 1st October

g. Other features

i. Baiyun Cave

ii. Heaven Lakes

iii. Stone swallow rock

iv. Sifang bamboo garden

9. Foshan Old Town

a. Not really a town in it’s own right, but an area where old traditional buildings still exist side by side with the cacophony that is modern city life. 

b. There are several places where it is rewarding to step back in time and simply wander around the old single-storey houses, all featuring traditional roofs and elaborate ridge tiling

Attractions near Foshan

10. Namhoi (Nan Hai): There are several attractions loosely grouped together in Namhoi district close to Songgang Shishan Town, and may be worth a day out and private driver, briefly:

a. Xi’an Qingyun Cave

i. Taoist hamlet set on Tea Mountain

ii. Very picturesque, set amongst rolling hills and streams

iii. Unique architecture

iv. Fine cultivated gardens also

v. Handicrafts

b. Foshan TV and Film studio’s are also in this direction, and well worth looking at – a part of China National Television

c. Eason’s very large design company has offices in this part also, and you may be very interested to look at his projects – very interesting

d. Also consider:

i. Nanguo Peach Garden:

1. Temple, lake, Peach valley (Check seasons), also has hotels and a golf course…

ii. Thousand Lights Lake. A modern lake with a bridge featuring lots of lights…

11. Samsoi (San Shui) – I do recommend a day hereabouts, especially if en route to Zhaoqing City

a. 1 hour by bus, and half way to Zhaoqing

b. Main features :

i. Da Qitou Ancient Village

1. Cultural area built in 1889, located in Leping Town

2. Reconstruction of an ancient village typical of the area

3. Not much info in my guidebook, but I am pretty certain this is the place that functions as a village would have a very long time ago. I am sure they conduct village chores, plus put on dance and other cultural displays for tourists, plus of course there are many local handicrafts on offer. It may be possible to stay overnight – my memory is a bit rusty

4. I am also quite sure this is run by an ethnic minority people

5. Tel: 87386548 to confirm my suspicions

ii. Forest park that is home to several independent attractions, most notably: a Giant Sleeping Buddha, temple, woodland walks, Kongsheng Garden, Declaration Square, Crocodile Lake, and an area for ‘Grass-sliding’

iii. Jiu Dao Gu Canyon: a stunning extravaganza of tropical flora and fauna. Features over 120 waterfalls along the 2-mile length which drops 138m, many around 10m or less. Based on the stream that is that forms the canyon base. The photo I have shows people going down this in Alton Towers style rubber rings – looks like fun! Estimated time need is 90 mins

iv. Xu Jiang Ancestral Temple built in 1208, and located in Lubao Town. Typical Song Dynasty temple complex situated on a lake in a beautiful scenic spot -  and a protected cultural relic

12. Long Jiang (Long Gong)

a. 10 miles away, and 20 minutes late at night in a taxi. Otherwise traffic is a nightmare, so I allow 40 minutes usually

b. The small town I lived in when I first came to China. I have many friends here, and some fantastic memories. Caroline worked here for 6-months and we shared good times together. Stephanie also has an office here, and we are old friends. Uncle Sam is a local character and good friend, born on a fishing boat in HK harbour many years ago. He is a confirmed Buddhist, and runs a local kindergarten + very worth meeting. This town has changed considerably over the last few years, but some items of note and interest are:

c. Along this road are 1200 furniture factories, plus others for supply of materials and parts. There are gigantic exhibition halls, most notably at Le Cong. The road is mainly lined with a continuous selection of showrooms, both local, and from all over China. 

d. Longgong itself is the size of Stafford, but extremely different. Here you can experience non-city culture at its best, or should I say – in the raw?

e. Attractions:

i. About the only thing worth seeing is the Temple complex, which includes the whole and only hill. Entrance is free, and apart from the temple buildings, features one hall full of tiers of Golden Buddha’s – thousands of them!

ii. A walk along the main street will be illuminating, as pavements here are nothing like anything you will have witnessed before

f. Restaurants:

i. Dunobe (Local for Danube Café) is a western eatery opposite the Temple and excellent, featuring a grand piano and open style floor plan over 4 story’s

ii. Vegetarian restaurant next to the Temple, and part-owned by Uncle Sam

iii. Restaurant street – has half a dozen excellent Chinese restaurants, all neatly set together, Chinese style with outdoors areas also

iv. Seafood restaurants overlooking the Pearl River, 15 minutes into the countryside

13. Gao Gong (Zhu Jiang)

a. 30 mins from Foshan, and 10 mins from Longgong

b. A mainly industrial town on the banks of the South Pearl River famed for its distillery. Nearby the river has 2 islands and is very, very wide = difficult to see the far shoreline at all! The nearer island is interesting, and has entertainments such as dodgems, car racing, 4-wheeler hire etc. It also has walks and beaches (Via a jungle), lovely gardens to walk in, a shop, bars and several restaurants with table areas set on stilts out over the river below. Plus BBQ, disco, shows, and open-area KTV, and Internet café. There are also chalets for overnight sleeping at very cheap rates. I know the owner of the island, and also the people who operate an assault course and camp there. The rides are not a problem if this isn’t your thing, and it is actually a chilled and romantic place, if somewhat in need of development

14. Le Cong

a. Whilst there is actually a small town by this name here, you only ever come here to see the massive furniture exhibition centres. It is very worthwhile to spend a couple of hours here, simply to blow your mind away. On the main road from Foshan to Long Gong and Gao Gong

15. Punyi (Panyu)

a. 30 mins drive (If the driver knows the short way?)

b. District Capital of GZ, and actually quite a nice place in general. I would not recommend first-timers visit the town itself, as there are better things to do locally

c. However, the very best adventure park is located here (Rivals Alton Towers), together with separate wildlife park, and water world – all basically part of the same massive complex. 

d. In the evening there is a Circus in modern stadium, featuring some breath-taking acrobatics displays, stunning lighting effects, dance, and very good interaction with the crowd. Lots of animals also, and definitely nothing you would consider as barbaric

e. Price was less than a tenner each for full access to all rides and circus after

f. Definitely worth a day out – if this is your bag, baby?

16. Daliang (Shunde)

a. Capital of Shunde District, and about 40 mins away by car

b. I do not know this city all that well, but I have friends there that do

c. Attractions:

i. Pedestrianised centre with one shop famed for the best ‘Double-skimmed milk’ in all China = hot or cold, thick or runny blancmange drink.

ii. Has a restaurant street, and also two great vegetarian restaurants I have been to

iii. A couple of good nightclubs here, and loads of foreigners, mostly ‘teachers’

iv. Also a great boulevard set on the banks of the river, backed by eateries and clubs of all descriptions = mostly expensive, but very romantic

v. Away from the city is Shunde Port, and Sea Cat to Hong Kong

vi. Lastly, Daliang is world-famous as Bruce Lee’s ancestral home = his father and ancestors come from a village on the city outskirts. There is now a museum and Martial Arts Centre there, and Bruce did actually visit once, but mainly stayed in Foshan when he came to the Mainland

17. Other Attractions

a. There are a plethora of Gardens, Flower cities, and other local attractions, ask for more details

b. Working farms for kids and adults = chase pigs, have water-pistol fights, stroke furry things, and also some great water games

c. If there is any specific thing you would like to see or do (Chinese medicine, feng shui, ride horses or camels, etc) then let me know and it will be so

d. You will actually learn a lot simply by chilling at local street-bars on late evenings with my Chinese friends = not to be missed – Here is Foshan!

City Guides

Toisan and Hoipeng (Tai Shan and Kai Ping)

Natural twin cities and District Capitals separated by a major river. I know many people from both cities, many of whom you will meet. Hoipeng is perhaps the more famous and modern city, whilst I personally prefer Toisan, which is more relaxed in attitude, and has a seriously good pedestrianised shopping precinct – well all of the 1 mile-long main street and surrounding roads really. Ask Dave, as he has been there before. 

The architecture is also notable in that it has many western influences, and best described as ‘Latin European’ in style, with Colonial emphasis and overtones = very pretty and colourful houses, especially lining the main street. 

The peoples of this area are very adventurous, and are foremost amongst Chinese for innovation and looking outside of China. For instance, the ancestors of these particular people went to America and physically built the great railroads

Another unique feature are the Watchtowers, which are very tall multi-story buildings built during times of war several hundred years ago. They also saw service when the Japanese invaded China during the Second World War. The majority are now empty but not derelict, plus some are very well preserved. There is a small example behind Siu Ying’s village we can go and see close-up

Things to do nearby:

1. Hot Springs: The area is very famous for Hot Springs, which come in different flavours and price ranges. In late September, all should be low season. Guestimate 5-star hotel with room and water park to be around £20 per night, and easy to arrange for couples or groups anytime

a. The current plan is still to hold my wedding reception there and stay overnight – it should be a low-key affair, and provide chill time for those still jet-lagged

b. This is not set in stone yet, as there are very good reasons to hold a reception meal in Toisan City or Foshan City, and return to Foshan for evening entertainments. More in due course

2. The Islands: There are two very famous islands just off the nearby coast, and about 20 mins from Siu Ying’s parent’s village. Both are World Nature Reserves and access is restricted, but ok if planned. Being on the South China Sea, there are also a lot of other things to do in this general area. I will get more details if anyone is interested, so let me know

Zhaoqing – one of my personal favourite cities – 2 hours by bus, a lot less by car

1. Gateway to The Three Bridges, and Regional Area Capital for 2-millennia. The highest navigable port for deep water vessels on the mighty Pearl River, and connected by Sea Cat and Railway to HK (About 4-hours+ away = a long, long way upstream)

2. Main features:

a. The town square lies on the banks of 7-Stars lake

i. During summer at 8pm, there is a musical fountain display of 30 mins duration, on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings (Poss Sunday) completed by traditional British Marching Band music and excellent light display. Bizarre!

b. 7-Stars lake is a very large lake, and named after the 7 Crags set furthest away from the city square; which form the shape of Ursa Major - Takes about 5 hours minimum to tour

i. Most Crags are adorned with Pagodas, and several feature underground caverns, which either depict ancient paintings or more modern inscriptions. Two caverns feature boat rides amongst stalactites and mites, displayed very propitiously with artistic lighting

1. The whole area is really a cultural park, with many things to do and see

c. Ding Hu Mountain – about 20 mins away by charabanc. 

i. Buddhist mountain featuring: Butterfly reserve, Excellent scenery and air quality, a giant 3-legged pot they actually cook with on festive occasions, which feeds 2, 000 people - even I can walk underneath it without bending! There are also elected nature trails and a spectacular waterfall + resulting pool – Takes about 5-hours

d. Inkstone Quarry – next door to Ding Hu

i. Inkstone is a very special rock that is impervious to ink. 

ii. The finest Inkstone in all of China comes from a very traditional quarry here; as supplied to the most exacting Qing Emperors. They still mine the Inkstone by hand, and carry it down the mountain by person power. 

iii. Near the bottom is an artists village that turns the rough stone into works of great art

e. Ding Hu Nature reserve – famed as a truly natural enclave of wild Chinese heritage

i. There are three main trails through this area: 1hr, 2hr, and 4hr; take your pick

f. The city itself is a bit dirty, very cheap, and ok. Main attractions:

i. Ice rink – very cool!

ii. Rotating restaurant on the 28th floor of the best hotel in the city – overlooks the Main Square and 7-Stars Lake and Crags (once every hours rotation of course!), and features live music – think piano and crooning rather than disco here

iii. Bar/Disco street of course – set beside the lake; along with eateries in converted boats, etc

iv. Opposite above, and also city-side; a complex of restaurants built on stilts over the lake – open until at least 3am I know. Very relaxing and chill

g. Staying overnight

i. I curiously have many friends here, and can offer:

1. Cheap and good hotel 5 mins walk from the square = tenner per night for twin double bedded room with western toilet/shower

2. Do a deal with the rotating restaurant if you want the very best?

3. My friend has relations who own a very nice hotel complex across the lake, and even though it is a bit cut-off; it has excellent facilities open very late (Past 2am), with more than enough to do for a romantic interlude. It also features one of the extremely rare Public karaoke’s in China = excellent atmosphere

a. We didn’t make breakfast, but the sign on the door says ‘Coffee Bar’ and ‘English Breakfast’. Hmmm?

4. Via another friend I could arrange for you to stay at Zhaoqing University, which is set amongst the rolling hills overlooking the city proper

5. My final option is to stay in a modern Chinese house (Quite rare actually, as most live in apartment blocks). This is owned by Cecilia, and situated close to Ding Hu Mountain in the local town

ii. Of note: Candy comes from a village near here, and whilst very different from where Siu Ying comes from; we have an option to visit and see real rural life in her home

h. I would recommend any that are interested, to spend a couple of days in and around Zhaoqing, with Samsoi on the way out or back. Probably 3-days, 2-nights is ideal

Guangzhou

1. The Provincial Capital, China’s Third City, and known as ‘Canton’. Bigger than London, and not a city I know well nor like particularly (More Birmingham and less Throbbingham)

2. I do have loads of tourist info about Guangzhou, but most I haven’t done personally. Places of note:

a. Evening River cruise, complete with meal and disco/entertainments – ask Neal for full details

b. Beijing Road – a pedestrianised shoppers (Hawkers) paradise I have done once

c. The Italian restaurant – the other side of the city block from GZ East Railway Station. This restaurant serves excellent Western foods, and the best steaks in the whole of China. Probably called ‘Luiggi’s’ or very similar, and 2 mins walk from the Underground

d. Lots of parks, history, and things to do

e. GZ is the Premier Flower City of China, but now more renowned for The Canton Fair – the biggest Trade Fair in the World today

f. It is also the last Mainland home of Dr Sun Yat Sen (the founding father of Taiwan) who is revered throughout China as being one of the three founding fathers of modern China, (Along with Mo d’Zhe Dong and Deng Xiao Ping) – This history is truly fascinating…

3. GZ also has a zoo featuring Pandas and other notable furry attractions. Nearby is Ocean Park, which is a water adventure park – now expanded to include full Alton Towers type rides in a new section

Shenzhen (Sumjun)

1. A simple fishing village 20 years ago, and now home to some 4 million people. The brainchild of Deng Xiao Ping

2. Siu Ying worked here for 3-years, and I have friends there also

3. Louhu central transport hub and border crossing is the best I have ever experienced: Trains, Inter-city Coaches, local buses, taxis, and Underground (Metro, Subway) + international boundary crossing, all within the same pedestrianised complex. Astonishing! Ignore Hawkers wanting to ‘Show you shops’

a. This complex also has The Railway Hotel = cheap stay at Y174 per night (£14), and great restaurant on the forth floor (Neal has stayed there)

b. Go left of the Shangri-la Hotel via subway, down the road 3-mins, and you will find a ‘Jollibee’ = Filipino Maccies. Excellent grub, but look at all the pictures on the walls inside before you order

4. I really like the Artistes Village, which is an area where they paint ‘Classic’ oil painting copies while you wait. = 20 mins for a Van Gogh, cheap as chips and excellent

a. I would suggest you have a troll round the real village, as there are some extremely talented artists there, and also some cons of course. Paintings (Oils and water colours) plus, silk embroidery, calligraphy, and other related arts are very worthy of attention. Please avoid the prestigious shops on the outskirts = rip-off merchants

5. There is also a beach here, somewhere? And the Aircraft Carrier ‘Minsk’ is a permanent tourist feature somewhere … nearby :- )

Hong Kong (Hurng Gong) – and this place I know pretty well

1. Takes between 2 and 5 hours, reflecting means of transportation + serendipity

a. Average journey time = 2.5 hours

i. Frequent ferry, or the once-daily train best options

ii. Inter-City coaches ok inc: Bus TV film – often Jackie Chan, western toilet, complimentary bottle of water and morning paper in Chinese :- )

iii. After 6pm, incrementally - journeys between HK and Foshan become progressively more and more stupid. After 10pm there are very few options at all: – except to GZ East Railway Station, enjoy…

2. HK is totally fascinating, brilliant, vibrant, and weird

3. Never even consider using a taxi (Unless vulnerable) – they usually manage to add a decimal place to the fare. Sharks!

4. A Very Cosmopolitan City I am very fond of, and one that has a unique identity that can only be Hong Kong. Avoid the tourist traps, but do:

a. The Peak – A Serious Must Do!

i. Go up there by Tram

ii. Very expensive at the top (Exceptions)

iii. Has all your classic International views of HK

iv. Do pay the photographers to take your picture

1. Use one that has a pc - we shot 4-rolls of film and no decent photo, except for the one by the professional

v. Restaurants are virtually UK prices up there, but Maccies and KFC ok

vi. Go about 7pm and allow at least 4 hours

vii. Last tram back is midnight! Or walk back down; or take a bus

b. Lantau Island – well this area (Generalised) has Disney and Ocean Park, but the real attraction is the Giant (And I mean humongous) Buddha. Allow yourselves 4-hours to feel really small and worthwhile as a person. Fantastic!

i. The cable car to the Buddha integrates with the Underground system, and will probably break down a lot. By contrast, the local charabanc is an interesting and scenic whole-island excursion experience = Chance or Community Chest?

ii. Allow 5-hours from and return to your hotel

iii. Very worth doing

c. Disney = don’t do it. 

i. Go to Ocean Park near Aberdeen instead = far, far better: Four panda’s, rides, sea-world, etc = excellent – but allow a full day. Very Hong Kong

d. Lammas Island – great for very fresh seafood, or Chinese Tea and Cantonese Opera (Taster only). Go on Sunday – especially by sampan from Aberdeen harbour = 20 mins

e. Aberdeen is also worth a look, but mainly filled by Brits, bars, and a decent street market

f. Stanley may be better, and more to do

g. Hong Kong Racecourse – lots of horse racing and betting. In the New Territories and 20 mins out from Central HK

h. Get an Octopus card = pay for all types of public transport easily. HK mainly uses coins, some of them extremely small denominations

5. Above is the periphery you may enjoy. The real Hong Kong is one of only three places: Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, or Mongkok. I do know each pretty well…

6. Hong Kong Island:

a. The Western heart of HK, and a rip-off paradise if you end-up in the wrong bit.

i. Centre of Government, Admiralty

ii. Go to Wan Chai if you want to see real HK. I have (Filipino) friends there, and I can show you the whole kaleidoscope of cultures and living – very unique area in this crazy world. The best street market in HK is here = directly south of the Underground. 

iii. Use the Trams = value for money at 2$HK per ride – basically they either go left or right (Versions)

iv. Daytime shopping via inter-connected malls is great for girls, especially around Admiralty/Central

v. Avoid Central at night = rip-off bars, the ‘wrong’ girls etc

vi. Around Northern Wan Chai you should also drop into a complex of overhead walkways, where basically all the shops have moved up above street level – there is an arboreal and alternate world up there

b. Kowloon = the tip of the mainland, or Dog ‘Peninsula’. 

i. Do:

1. Afternoon Tea at the Peninsular Hotel (Grande)

2. Star Ferry

3. Centenary Square; and chill in Café La Fontaine, my personal fav – I can smoke here, does great beers and foods I understand + overlooks a busy pedestrianised square that features a large fountain nearby. Very cool. Good place to meet other foreigners who have chilled outlook on life. 2 beers for one between 3 and 9 pm

4. Later adjourn to Knutsford Steps, just off Kimberley Road – you climb some serious steps here bordering the south end of The Observatory, but are rewarded by a brilliant pedestrianised ‘Bar Street’ featuring delicacies from all over the Western World. One end features Black Stumps Australian cuisine, and Spanish at the other. In between you take your pick, and it gets pretty crazy there late at night or on festive holidays. Enjoy!

5. Now, pay attention, because the gem is that linking these two places above; is a serious area for ‘Girl Shopping’

a. To get there, leave Café la Fontaine and walk straight ahead (Slightly right-ish past the fountain). Then when seems appropriate, go right and cross the main road via a pedestrian walkway. On the other side, turn right and first left = girls love it :- )

b. Go up this road, right on Nathan Road, and down the next = three times = you are now in Kimberley Road

i. There is also a Pacific Coffee House type thingymagig around here on Nathan Road = chill with a coffee in no-smoking atmosphere, and check you email for free…

6. The street markets just off Nathan Road, and opposite Jordan, adjoining Central Park = interesting, but better in Wan Chai

ii. Don’t do:

1. Jade Market – most of it is glass, or highly overpriced. If you understand Jade, then still some bargains here, but ‘Be Careful’

2. Ladies Market = rip-off

3. Indians hawking suits = ignore completely

iii. I stay:

1. The Best Hotel = Chinese 2-star, and in this area of Kowloon = Y300 pdrpn

2. Majestic Hotel – name is grander than the place, but prices aren’t =Y1, 100 pdrpn

3. YMCA is around here somewhere alsoY700-ish (not checked) pdrpn

a. pdrpn = Per double room per night, usually excluding breakfast

4. Otherwise The Langham is a good bet for Kowloon Central

5. Remember to haggle for your hotel room

c. Mongkok = not sure if you are ready for this, so stick to the two options above and enjoy!

Macao – which I don’t know well, just once…

1. Appears to be The Gambling Capital of the free world

2. Not much to do apart from Casino’s after dusk

3. The official language is a version of Portuguese, although all locals speak a Shunde dialect of Cantonese I easily understand. The only part of China that does not generally speak some English

4. I have a friend there also – no surprises there then hehe

5. Not quite sure why you would want to go there - but if you do = no problem, and booking locally here for best deals is a ‘Heads-up’

Longer Trips

Hainan Island – Highly Recommended

China's version of Beach-paradise - Hainan Island offers everything you would expect from an International Beach holiday resort: Diving, Para-gliding, Surfing, Sail-boarding, Boat trips, Off-shore Game-fishing, Coral reefs, Sun-bathing and Nightlife ... Nightclubs are plentiful, as are impromptu Beach-Barbies - take your choice - or do both

Hainan Island is also famous for the Li ethnic minority, who moved to the Island from Guangdong three thousand years ago. They have kept their traditions, dress and customs alive to this day, and you can join in their displays of singing and dancing. The Li are peculiar in that until a few decades ago, all women had a rights of passage around the age of 12 or 13. First, they had to prove they had learned all the skills needed by a Li woman. They then became the centre of a ceremony, during which their entire body was tattooed, including their faces. Different clans have different designs, and certain tattoos grant specific blessings - the upper lip tattoo granting longevity, and the lower lip good family and fortune. The practice was outlawed about 40 years ago, but you are still in time to see this on older women living there today

The centre of the Li culture is based upon the local mountain, which is sacred to them, and the centre of many of their traditions and displays. If you get fed-up with beach-life, I strongly recommend you take our cultural excursion to this area; it is a fascinating experience with very friendly people

Packages from Guangzhou start at £150 for 4 days, 3 nights fully inc – Airport transfers from Foshan, Return flights to Sanya, Transfers and daily excursions, hotel, all meals except when out and about (excepting local sports and excursions. Diving the coral reefs costs around £10 per hour I think, but do a deal for a lot less)

Best to check for actual deals when you are here, as offers vary. Above was valid average last summer (2007)
Local website here:

http://www.sanyatravelguide.com/around_hainansight.asp
and another general info website here:

http://www.lonelychina.com/hainan/hainan-attractions.html 

Guilin – Highly Recommended

Guilin is located in Guangxi Province, neighbouring northwest Guangdong. Flights from Guangzhou to Guilin take about 1 hour, whilst the journey takes around 6 hours by inter-city bus. 

Guilin and area is so famous for its natural beauty that it features on the back of the Y20 note. Most trips include: Guilin city and tour, Li river cruise, bicycle rides of an hour or more along the riverbank, overnight in Yangshuo – famed retreat of foreigners you will find a great chill or with great nightlife, trips along the other local river, ethnic cultures and village visits

Located in the northeast of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Guilin is considered to be the pearl of China’s thriving tourist industry on account of the natural beauty and historic treasures. Major attractions include Elephant Trunk Hill, Li River, Reed Flute Cave and Seven-Star Park that boasts a Stone Museum where amazing geological finds are displayed. Each of these places and many more besides will leave you with lasting memories of your visit.

Most trips booked here offer great deals; average as per Hainan above = £150 for 3 or 4 nights fully inclusive of flights and everything. The downside is that they tend to be organised full day and every day excursions, leaving you with little free or chill time. 

Option, have a look at the second link below, which I think is excellent. From memory, return flights should be around Y800 or £70, and these people offer you airport pick-up plus fully inclusive options at great prices

http://www.lonelychina.com/guilin/
‘Wow-Factor’ - Do have a look at this private website = great info, offers, and tours

http://www.yangshuo-outside.com/index.html 

Distant China

Top Three:

1. All normally less than £200 for 5 days/4 nights all inc (Flights, transfers, hotel, meals, daily excursions)

a. Beijing – Don’t even think about it this year

b. Shanghai – China’s most cosmopolitan city. Best done as part of a larger tour of surrounding areas/Yellow River, especially including HangZhou and WuZhou + Nanling  

c. Xi’an – the only one I would even consider this year. Terracotta Warriors – plus very much more + I have friends there

Bubbling Under

2. Yunnan Province. Dramatic scenery and home to a diversity of ethnic minorities. My personal Number 1 long trip in China. Caroline has been there

3. Sichuan, inc: ChongChing and Chengdu - home of the Panda. Renowned for very hot foods, Chinese style tapas (?), and offal hotpot - hmmm, yummie?

4. Harbin Ice festival - February

5. Hunan Province

6. Guangxi Province

7. Tibet – needs special permission and stamp in China, better enter via Nepal (I have friends there!)

PAGE  
4

